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Purtiveians, Chap. iit. v 5.6.7. Let this | 
mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus, wha 
being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to 
be equal with God, but made himself of no reputa 
tion, and took-upon him the form of a Servant, and | 
was made in the likeness of men. 


Tuere are two methods, by which, in all 
-cases where the merit of the common version 
13 disputed, we are able to ascertain the real 
meaning of the writer. QOne is to inquire 
how the original expressions are actually ua- 
derstood and employed by other writers in 
the same language ; andin case the words 
should be found, as they often are, to justify 
-several different constructions, then the other 
method is to see which of all these different 
‘interpretations is most consistent with the ob- 
jectoftbe writer’s discourse, the particalar 
principles which he is laboring to inculcate, 
and the sentiments which he has distinctly 
-expressed in other partsof his work. I pass 
over the former of these methods, with sim- 
ply observing that the Greek word, which in 
Ahis-text bas been translated robbery (arpag- 
mon.) as far as it can be asvertained from 
those few ancient authors who have ever 
used it, signifies properly a thing ardently de- 
sered,a thing tobe seized or taken as Ga 
prize; and the other phrase here rendered 


by the Connexion in which it occurs and the 
general object of the Apostle’s discourse ? 
Paul is exhorting the Philippians to copy 
the humility and disintereztedness which 
distinguished their master. He desires them 
to cherizh an unaspiring and modest disposi- 
tion, to let nothing be done in strife or vaiu 
glory, butin all lowlinéss of mind to think 
others better than themselves. He proposes 
Christ as a striking example ofhumility ; and 
we cannot therefore suppose that, in point. 
ing out to them the particular circametances, 
in which this very amiable disposition was 
displayed, he would meation a fact so very 
unfavorable to the purpose, and so very in- 
jurious tothe character of Christ himself, as 
that he thought it no robbery to be equal with 
the Supreme being. ‘There is a visible im- 
propriety in potting such a sentence as this 
into the mouth of the Apostle, fur it is a thing 
which Christ never once said of himzelf, and 
which ‘he never attempted to impress upon 
his diseiples ; and if he had ever said or even 
thought it, would baye evinced a very d'ffer- 
ent disposition from that lowliness of mind, 
that humble and unaspiring temper which we 
are required to imitate. It is impossible to 
consider any being whatever ae a perfect ex- 
ainple of humility, who because God had 





equal with God, which isto be found ina 
great number of authorities, signifies to be 
like God, to be considered as God, to be in- 
vested with the appropriate powers and attri- 
butes of the Deity. Therefore a fair con- 
struction of the terms according to their es- 


been pleased to invest him with glorious at- 
tributes should for a moment believe that he 
was really equal with God. Suppose tt were 
true that be had taken upon him the form of 
a servant, when be might have been worship- 
ped asa deity, and in this condition endared 











tablished usage, will justify us tm declaring | 
the meaning of tlre verse to be thia ; who be- | 
ing m the form of God, appearing among | 
mankind with supernatural powers, with god- | 
dike virtues, with a character which exciied | 
the amazement and admiration of all who. 
heard him speak, and saw his actions ; did | 
mot eagerly covet to be like God, to be conside 
ered and worshipped as the Deity, but on the! 
‘contrary made bimself of no reputation, and | 
took the form of a servant aud was in the 
dikeness of men. 

This then being an icterpretation of the 
text justified by the expressions themselves, 
the next question is whether it ts aleo jus*tied 


disgrace and misery, yet if he stili could ée- 
riously believe bimself equal tothe etercal Je. 
hovah & that he had a right to share his in 
communicable honors, he certainly cherished 
sentiments, which we safely aftirm, no created 
being could cherish without sin. 

Now if we take the other interpretation of 
this text, that Christ, though he was adle to 
display a supernatural power and wisdom, 
though hecould silence the winds and raise 


(the dead by asingle w ord, yet never made 


\them subservient to his own honor, never 
‘desired to be considered asa God; we have 
then a perfect and most affecting example of 
hemilily, an example which gives the utmest 
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force and consistency to the Apostie’s exhor- 


schem: of satisfaction divests the Deity 


at ti 


tation. And when «¢ look over the account his free grace or his disposition freely to pir 


of our Saviours hfe as given ia the four | 
Gospels, aod read his own discourses, and see | 
what he sayz of bimself, and of his depen: | 
cence upon God for every thing he possess- | 


sonctibed by God ana sent into the world, 
that he neither said nor did any thing of him- 
self, thatthe dectrives which he taught were | 


don sin. 


The same is true in respecg to the divin: 


mercy. The exercise of this attribute alwa 


Ve 


‘implies a relinquishment of justice. If then} ou 
ed; when we find him declaring that be was | justice exacts a rigorous satisfaction,ho placg its 
isleft for mercy. In the scheme of salvation} Jor 


which we are now Considering, mercy is o 
of sight, and takes no part, Flavel sa 


us the 
ye ha 


such as God had revealed to him, that his | lagain, ** To the wrath of an infinite Gog Su 
miracles were not performed by himself but | wittout mixture, to the very torments of pr: 
hell, was Christ delivered, and that by thé tril 
drawing off the minds of the people from | hand of his Father ;’’ and Calvin t-lks nead anc 


by his father ; when we find him c onstantly | 


himself Lo the Deity ; praying to bir in ditt 


yi in the same language. Wooiwdl say th 


ag on 


cully and in sorrow, ana acknowledging that ihe perceives any thing of mercy here.? Df fro 


the whole business of his itie was to perform | 


you call the judge merciful, who pursues 


a task which God had given’ him; when we | | eriminal with relentless vengeance, til i hes 


recollect these things, the acconut here giv 
en of his character by St. Paul appears striet- | 
ly true; he never aspired to be considered as 
eqaal to the Supreme being, nor lo be entitled 
(o equal aduration. S. C. 
— YO 
FREE GRACE. 

Ca.vinism is a labyrinth of contradictions | 
and faise principles. {no this system where 
are the free grace and mercy of God? The 
Scriptures inculcate repeated|y, that men are | 
saved by the grace of God, that ts, by his 
free and unmerited pardon of their sins. pat 
the doctrine of satisfaction tnsisis, that no 
such pardon could be granted, and no sinner 
could be saved till Christ, in consequence of 
a covenant, contract. or bargain, pxid a full 
equivalent for sin. Flavel saya, “God stood 
upon full satisfaction, and would not remit 
one sin without it.”? Where then, let the 
ques stion be repeated, is the free grace of 
God. ? The debt of sinners is discharged, 
their cena | is purchased, and now sal. 
vativn is their due by the condittons of the 
covenant. God has not released them by 


, has ¢xecated on him the uimost rigor of t 
‘law? fo. this light is the Deity represent 


hy this doctrine ; and if you quench t 


burnings of his an; ger, you will not even th 


lf abc 


have space for a single beam of mercy§ that 
nothing will remain but stern jastice refusig cre: 


to be satisfied, til ite severest requisilio 
are fulfilled. 

The Scripteres, and our understandi: 
command us to look up to God, as a being 
infinite merey, love and kindness, who 
members that we are dust, pardons us free 
accepts us graciously, and ismore ready 
iorgive, than we'are to repent and fors 
oursins. These are the traiis ef his char 
ter, which are calculated more than any o 
ers, to enlist all our better p;inciples, our 
ous sympathy, and warm affections, in 
service. Take away his pardoning mer 
and his unparchased forgiveness, and 
obseure the brightness of bis glory, you | 
the extent of his love, and have nothin; 
which dependent, helpless sinvers can | 
up with confiderce, gratitude and heart 
devotion. Where is the sinrer’s consolat 


freely granting pardon as a gift; be has re-, or his encouragement to worship God 


ceived an equivalent for every thing. Do 





you reply, that his free grace cons siats in his 


an wowavering trastin his mesciful pard: 
the penitent, fhe is convinced that his 


having entered into this covenant, and ac- | ker has put the power of pardon out 
cepted this equivalent, which he was under | | hands, and shut up the fountains of bis ¢ 


no obligation to do ? Such is the usual expla- 
nation, but it is not to the point. By no de. | 


i ey ? Letevery person act upon this co 


tion in conformity with the strict lette 


vice or exercise of ingenuity, can it be made | spirit of the doctrine of satisfaction, and | 
out that any thing is freely given to a debtor, | could be nosuch thicg as pare devotion 
from whom the whole debt, or a full equiva- | ble resignation, firm reliance on the 


jent bas been exacted; noris it of avy conse- 


goodness, anda holy gratitude for the 


qnence in what form, or by what process, the ; blessings of unmerited mercy. The 


discharge has been made. Hence the | 


would be left cold and desolate and thé 


fy th 
desc 
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bene 
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fora of au angry-Goe, wouid freeze up all the ; the Son and Holy Spirit, As each of these 
channels of pious thought and devout adora- | beings is God, and has all the atiributes of the 











tion, Sparks’ Ingury, | Father, the justece of each must be satisfied, 
¥ —+o— ard theunger ofeachappeased, As far as this 
CALVINISM REPRESENTS CURIST AS MORE | scheme has been unlolded, it provides no eat- 
LOVELY THAN GOD. lisfa¢tion to the justice of any being except 


Iv is usual with Calvinists to paint before God the Father. If Jesus satisfied the Fa. 
our eyes in the most glowing colors, the me - ther only. who has satisfied the Son and Holy 
its of the Saviour, and to admonish us ¢! the Spirit? Orif they are not satisfied, where is 
love and gratitude, which we owe to him for | the sinner’s hope ? Can the second and third 
the sufferings he endured, andthe debt he | Persons of the trinity, who arein all respects 
has paid.* That is, in plain language, the equal to the first, can they dispense with 
Supreme God is to be robbed of his glory and | the | requisitions of justice, and pardon of- 

raise due to his noblest and most lovely at- | ‘enders by the simple exercise of free grace ? 
tributes, and these are to be transferred to_ Is the justice of the Son less perfect, or leas 





another being, who has consented to take up- jrigid, than that of the Fatber! If so, he ts 


on him the sins of men, and to shield them | °°! equal with the Father. Is it affirmed, 
from the bolt of divine wrath, which was | ‘hat bis justice needed po satisfaction ? The 
prepared to be hurled at their defenceless 84M May then be affirined of the Father, 
heads. Whatis this but to exalt the Saviour | 294 the ground-work of the whole system will 
above the Creator, and to exhibit the char. | °¢ destroyed. : 

acter of the Saviour in vastly the most attract. No mode of escaping this dilemma con 
ive light. ~ It has been only through his be- be devised, which shall keep up the doctrine 
nevolence, mercy, compassion and sullerings, | °' satisfaction, but to say that Christ satisfied 
that God has consented to save any of his himself; and in regard to moral influence, 
creatures from perdition. Whatcan demon. | ‘b!§ will carry us some degrees beyond the 
strate more clearly than these facts, the great | point, at which we arrived before. We then 
practical evil, and irreligious tendency of the | found that the generous sacriice of Jesus in 
scheme of satisfaction ? It effectually annuls | Voluntarily suffering (o quell the rage of Goud, 
«i obligation to God; heabated nothing, jand conciliate his iavor towards his creatures, 
he has shown az no favor; Christ has represented him as an object vasily more 
done all, and deserves al}, Can any doctrine worthy of our love and gratitede, (hair the 
tend to evlighteh the anderstanding, or pari- Father of all things. When to this you add 
fy the heart, or exalt the sentiments, which the willingness ofthe Son to give up his own 
describes the Supreme Being as ese mercial |Clsims, to relax the rigor oi his justice, and 
and good, less compassionate and tender, less to receive penitent sinners asa kind bene- 
benevolent aud kind, than another, who acta factor and affectionate friend, without turning 
by his authority, and submits to his will? Can }epon them the countenance of anger, or re- 
any doctrine reflect greater icdignity Wp the | quiring satisfaction, you present him in a still 
Almighty Jehovah, the ever watchful i’arent, loftier attitude of excellence and loveliness. 


who demands and deserves the undevided. The glory of the Father is totally eclipsed 


homage, love, gratitude and eervice of every behind the blazing lustre of the Son. The 
created being ? Ibid. ba whom all are taught to adore and wor- 
mat ie as infinitely the greatest and best of 
beings, is represented ‘ous asa s "7 

NO ATONEMENT HAS PEEN MADE TO TRE), ryatcd ee ase stesn tyrant, 
: actuated by some ofthe worst passions of 

SON AND HOLY SPIRIT, WHERE THEN 15) and . aes 

’ P /men and possessing no other virtue than vin- 

THE SINNER 'S HOPE ? Sites inet W ; < tadgays 

_ | dictive justice. Vhocould be so unwise, as 

7 . . . . j . 

Wuew the subject is examined in another | (0 trust themselves in the bands of such a be- 
bearing, 1t appears, after ail, that no security | 0g, whilst there is another 30 much more 
is }eft tor sinners, althouzh Christ has suffer. Compassionate, and merciful, end good, who 
ed to satisfy the justice of the Father. ‘Iwo | pardons freely, and has made such sacrifices 
other beige still remain according to this sys- | to demonstrate lus love, and purchase their 
tem, who are equal with the Father, oamely, salvation ? 
| ow different is this representation from 

* We owe him om love and veneration asthe jon- | the account, which our Saviour himself gives 
ered agent of God ia effec:ing h's gracious purposes. ‘Of the cause of his coming into the woild! 


liid, 
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KNOWLEDGE OF THE SCRIPTURES. 


No one who has attended to the subject can 
doubt, that a better translation of the sacred 
writings might be given, than the one in com- 
mon ose, thongh this is ageod one, Hut anew 
version is only a small part of what is wanted. 
‘The Christian community. ought to have more 
definite & ratioaal notions about theScriptures 
themselves. Withthe views, which et pres- 
ent prevail, the most perfect translation would 
be exposed to great abuses ; for it would he 





impossible to make one, which should at once | 
convey to readers of the preseat day the same | 
ideas, that were received by the persons, to! 
whom these writings ‘were Grst addressed. 

There is prevalent a confused notion of 
something eapernatural in the composition of 
the sacred Scriptures, which forbids us to ex- 
amine them as we do other writings, An air 
of mystery and awfulness is thrown around 
‘hem. Many persons open the Bible with 
feclings, such a8 we may conceive to have 
vone along witha Jew into the temple of Sol- 
omon. They peruse its contents, withoot 
presuming to investigate their meaping. They 
acem to hold in even greater veneration whal 
is obscure and unintelligible, aud to suppose 
that, as the holy of holies was hidden by 
the veil of the temple, se some truths of vital 
importance ate concealed from us by the veil 
of mystery, which it would be equal sacrilege 
to attempt to remove. 

When we urge a more thorough investiga. 
tion of these writings, we are reminded, that 
all scripture is given by inspiration, and the 
Bible contains what the Almighty has been 
pleased to communicate to men; that his 
wave are higher thao our ways, and his 





thoughts than our thoughts; that there 1s 
much in the Bible, which, men must not ex- 
pect tocomprehend with their feeble facul- 
ties; that what may de obscure and unintelli- 
gible affords an opportunity for the exercise 
of faith, and checks the pride of human learn 
ings This may sound well, butis it good 
sense? Hf the Almighty has condescended to 
make any communications to men, it is pre 
sumable they were made to be understood,— 
Although, therefore, every syilabie in the Bi- 
ble be the dictate ofinspiration, yet if dictat- 
ed for the use of man, every syllable would 
have been originally intelligibie toman. And 
we must look for some other cause of the ob- 
scurities and difficulties to be met with in the 
sacred volume, than the original intention of 
the authors. 





At this distant time, tt is very uatural that 
we should meet with many things hard to be 
understood in writings, composed the earliest 
ot them more than three thousane, and 
the jatest nearly two thousand years ago, 
in languages no longer spoken, in countries 
far distant from our own, emong a people 
whose manners and customs were very difler- 
ent from any with which we are conversa@t, 
Much learning and much critical aeumen are 
requisite to understand these writings thor- 
oughly. That the authors were muaculous.- 
ly assisted is no ground of obiection to the 
science of biblical criticrem ; fo: ii is irrational, 
itis even impious to suppose, that God would 
inferpose a miracle to throw obscurity into 
writings designed for the instruction of man- 
kind. 

lt is a truth very offensive to many, that 
the correct intepretation of scripture is at- 
tended with great difliculties. Since the Bi- 
ble was written for the instraction of man- 
kind, they are unwilling to believe that ex- 
tensive acquisitiona, patient research, and a» 
application of principles deduced from adeeo 
inquiry inte the nature of language, are ne 
cessary to discover the true meaning of many 





parts, Lh«y are more ready to believe, thai 
much is concealed by the veil intentionally} 
drawn around the onsearchable thiays of God 
This volume, say they, was given for our in 
struction and edification, to teach us what th 
Lord requires of us, It is the law of God 
and how can we obey it, ifso much learn 
ing he indispensable to understard it? T 
such I would say,the laws of the land are pro 
mulgated as binding upon every one, yet ho 
very small a portion.of the community hay 
leisure or ability to acquaint themselves, wit 
the whole code ; and how much learning bh 
been expended by the wise, in explaining | 
princes sles upon which it was formed, reso! 
ing the dificulties and showing the meanii 
and application of tts parts? No one, howe 
er, incurs the penalties of the law from ign¢ 
ance of bis duty, nor complains that he canp 
be a good citizen, because he is not a skil! 
jurist. The civiland divine laws are int 
respect similar. The latter, hke the form 
is embarrassed with difficulties, which m 
will perhaps never be able to resolve ;_ bu: 
in the former, so in the latter there is sv 
cient that is plain, which every man on 
make the guide of bis actions. The char 
ter of the Deity, our entire dependence 
him, oar accountability, the doctrine o/ 3 
ture state of righteous retribution made ks 

by Jesus Christ, aud the necezsity of a lil 
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repentance, virtue, and holiness, are taught 
with perfect plainness, ane are all, a knowl- 
edge of which is essential to right conduct, 
and the divine acceptance. 

Every one professing to de a christian 
ought to search the Scriptures diligently, for 
they contain what is * profitable for doctrine, 
for reproof, lor correction, for instruction in 
righteousness.” Alltne great practical truths 
of our religion are indeed taught with the ut- 
most perspicuity, ‘They are apon the very 
face of scripture, and are net made the sub- 
ject of controversy. But the distinguishing 
doctrines of the sects, iato which christians 
are divided, rest upon comparatively a few 
doubtfal passagesand words; they are dedu 
ced fro, the figurative and allusive language 
so commonin the Bible. In defence of these 
the passions of men have decn enlisted, and 


Ton —— 
legislation, ethics carried through different 
hooks, by diffeniut autora, at cifferent ages 
for different ends and purposes, It is ne- 
cessary to sort out what was intended for ex- 
ample, what only as narrative, what to be un- 
deratoud figuratively, what literally, where 
one precept is to be controlled and modifies 
by snother, what is used direcily, and what 
only a8 an argament ac hominem, what ts 
temporary and what of perpetual obligation, 
what appropriated to one state and set of 
men, and what the genera! duty of ali mea 
in all ages.”? ‘To wnderstand what we call 
obscure parts of the Scriptures, a careful at- 
tention to these particalars, and much kiowl- 





edge on a | these topics is indispensable. 

It is impossible at the present day, per- 
haps, to obtain all the knowledge that is de- 
sirable. We can néver, for instance. become 


they baye made the sacred volume “ acom- |so familiar with the Jéwish religion aid its 
mon arsenal,if | may ase the expression,” | cumbrous ritual, as to perceive, readily the 


cays a French writer, to which theological 
combatants yo aod arm themselves as they 
please.” They open it with all their preju- 
dices on the alert, ard -wresting detached 
passages from their proper connexion, appro- 
priate them to the support of systems of doc 
trine, which have been formed ages since the 
Scriptures were made. 

Ifit were generally known how difficult it 
is to ascertain precisely the meaning of many 
parte of seriptufe, particularly those which 
have been the subjects of controversy, there 
would be fewer disputers and more would 
consent to be learners. Men would be lesa 
pertinacious in defeace of their own views, 
and more charitable towards those. who differ 
from them in opinien. On almost every 
page of the sacred volume we, of the present 
day, may meet obscure figures and allusions 
which would have been readily understood 
by a contemporary reader; references to 
historical facts, or to traditions which are 
now lost, or to local incidente which never 
were recorded ; allusions to customs of which 
we canhave but a very imperfect idea, and 
referencee to scene2, places and countries 
which are known (to very few, who now read 
the Jewish and Christian Scriptures. The 
Bible is no one summary of doctrine’ regular- 
ly digested, in which a mao could not mistake 
his way ;i{ is a most venerable but most mul 
tifarious collection of the records of the di- 
vine economy, a collection of an infinite ya 
riety, of cosmogony, theology, history, proph. 
ecy, psalmody, morality, apologue, alegory, 


force of the allusions to them, which are so of- 
‘ten to be met with. Nor with regard to the 


| Epistles of the New Testament, can we ex- 


pect to know exactly the occasions upon 
which they were written, the state of the 
churches to which they were addressed, the 
disputes which they seem designed to recon- 
cile, or the errors they aim tacorrect. Very 
much of this knowledge is indispensable to a 
complete jbiblical scholar, and ought to be 
possessed by every one, who presumes to de- 
clare with authority what is, and what is not, 
the true meaning of difficult passages. But 
ail this knowledge is not requisite to the 
character of a sincere christian ; forit is pot 
“a very learned, nor a very subtle nor a very 
ingenious thing to be a good christian ;” tho’ 
it isto bea competent expositor of the Bible.* 
_ * The following remarks of Jortin are peeuliarly 
jast, and ip the usual spirit of that excellent and learn- 
ed man. “If Jeremy Taylor, and ‘Tillotson, and 
Erasmus, and Chillipgworth, and Joho Hales and 
Locke, and Episcopius, and Grotius, and many who 
sball not be named, had been contemporaries, and had 
met Logether freely to determine the important ques- 
tien, Whet makes aman « Christian, and what pre- 
Session of faith should be deemed sufficient, \hey 
would probably have agreed, notwithstandiug the di- 
versity of opiniens which they might all have had on 
some theological points, ‘There have been others. in- 
deed, who, on such an occasion, would have given us 
an ample catalogue of necessaries, the inference from 
which would have been, that it must needs be a very 
learned, and a very subtie, anda very ingenious thing 
to be a good christ'an; for some of these necessaries 
are of so refined a nature, that the understanding can 
hardly lay hold on them, or the memory retain them.” 








| orton’s Remarks onEcclzs. History, Preface p-2%- 
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Let notthe unlearned christian be alarm- 
ed, lest his salvation ts to depend upon pos- 
sessing what few have opportunity to acquire. 
He is bound only to improve bis opportuni- 
ties; he is not answerable for talents with 
which he has never been intrusted. Almost 
every thing Jesus Christ said is withia the 
comprehension of the most ordinary Capacity; 
aud one of the best reasons which can be giv. 
en for the faith we profess, is, that we con- 
ceive it to be plainly taught by our Saviour, 
Let every one search the Scriptures diligent- 
ly, assured that he is accountable only for the 
fidelity of his search, and not for the correct- 
nesa of the result. As Jeremy Taylor has 
observed, it is not required of us, that we nev- 
er be in error, but that we co our best te 
avoid it. We need tremble only at the de- 
nunciations of heaven, aod they were never 





uttered against error of faith, but error of | 


practice. 


First published in the Unitarian Miscellany, 


-—3+o-— 


ON THE STATE OF THE WORLD AT CHRIST’S | 


APPEARANCE, 


Prorane, as well as sacred history informs 
us that the age io which Christianity made its 











appearance, was enorm ously impious, profii- 


regaling on the fumes of weense which ser, 
vile adulation offered, and swe ling with the 
pompous titles with which they were address - 
ed. ‘Lhe whole nation seemsto have been 
infected with spiritual pride, the mist odious 
and detestable species of pride. They sac- 
rificved every thitig to show and pageantry. — 
They would devour widow's houses, deprive 
the friendless widow and the destitete orphan 
of their just property, and vet ail the while 
assume the most mortified appearance, disfig- 
ure their faces that they might appear to 
men to fast, use affectedly long prayers, and 
though they would not hesitate a momeat to 
iniringe the strongest moral obligations, jas- 
tice, judgment, mercy and truth, would yet 
at the came time observe, with the most scru- 
pulous and punctilious exactness, all the lit- 
tle ceremonious tricks about the tithe of mint, 
annise and cummun, and the ridiculous tradi- 
tionary maxims of their rabbinical ancestors. 
Every thicz wasvenal. The high priesthood 
was setto sale. Nothing but hypocrisy and 
self interest swayed them. ‘They were torn 
into several reliyious factions, and split into 
sects and parties, which agreeably to the na- 
tional acrimony and the ianate complexional 
virosence and cheler of this people, pursued 
each other with the most implacable fury and 


gate and corupt. The Jews, at that time | deadly hatred. How universally depraved 
were a race of hypocrites. Ali orders, dis- | and abandoned the Jewish nation was at this 


tinctions and degrees among them had, as it 
were, UGanimously agreed that religion wasa 
farce and that ils essence consisted in noth- 
ing but grimace and foppery, pomp and oaten- 
tation. They were loateo far to all sense of 
public decency as to convert their temple in- 
to a market, and suffer its sacred courts to 
serve the convenient purposes of the most 
sordid and cespicable traffic. Such.wasa the 
unexampled osfentation aod hypocrisy of 
their doctors and rabbies, that they made pub- 
lic proclamation, by the sound ofa trampet, 
when they distributed charity, and would 
kneel down at the corners of crowded streets, 
and there pour out their devotion, with no 
otber view but to draw upon them the eyes of 
the superstitious multitude, end make them- 
selves admired and applanded as patterns of 
heavenly mindedness. ‘Their ultimate ob 

ject, in all the acts of religion they perform- 
ed,” was to be seen of men, and secure the 
vain breath of popular applause. For thie 





purpose ei men lewgthened the frin- 
ges of theirgarmentsto an enormous size, 
wore their phylacteries most ostentatiously 
broad, paraded in the market and in all pls- | 
ces of public concourse in long flowing roles, 


| time, appears from the following testimony 


of Jesephus. ‘ Both publicly and privately,” 
says this historian, “they were universally 
corrupt. They vied which should surpass 
each other in impiety against God, and injus. 
tice towards men. The great men harraas- 
ed the people, and the peop/e studied to ruin 
the great.” “Ja one word says he in another 
place, there never wasacity that suffered 
such calamities, nor arace ef men from the 
foundation of the world that ever was more 
profligate and abandoned.” The following 
passage in the same writer is a celebrated che. 
“ Tcannot forbear declaring my opinion, 
though the Ceclaration fills me with great 
emotion and regret. ‘That if the Romans 
had delayed to come against these wretches, 
the city would either have been ingulphed 
by an earthquake, overwhelmed by a deluge, 
or destroyed by fire from Heaven as Sodom 
was; for that generation was far more erro- 
neously wicked than those whosuffered these 
calarnities.”” 

A most hideous and horrid picture pre- 
sents itself to our view, when we survey the 
state of the heathens at thattime. 14 1s im- 
possible to conccive human nature more de- 
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graded and abased. The deitses they wor- 
shipped were monsters of cruelty, lust and 
draukeoness. ‘Their Jupiter is represented 
a3 a compound of lust and luxury, omnipo 

tence and reveng>, to be instigated by fury 
which nothing could platate, and by loidin- 
ous desires which nothing could satiate. Rr- 
ot and revel ia honor of Bacchus were pab 

licly countenanced. Prostitutions in honor 
of Venus had the sanction of the state. How 
many lovely infants did the Carthaginians 
eaccifice to their implacable god Meiock.— 
How many human victims in times of public 
danger, did they immolate to appease the re- 
sentment of the offended gods! And what 
was the most deplorable cousequence with 
regard fo morals, mankind as is natoral imi- 
tated the objects of their worship in what 
they esteemed their excellencies! They jus 

tified the most criminal aad atrocious excess- 
es by the example of ther Gods, and vindica- 
ted the practice of debauchery, luxury, fraud, 
& intemperance by the lives & actions of the 
established objects of their adoration. They 
believed in the existence of many co-ordi. 
nate deities, Tertullian tells as their Jupi- 
ters amounted to three hundred. The num- 
ber of theirinferior gods was iufinite. There 
were deities according to the vulgar estima- 
tion that presided over every distinct nation, 


every ecistinct city, every ioconsiderable. 


town, every grove, every river, every fount 
tain. Athens was full of statues, dedicated 
to different deities. Rome, from political 
principles adopted all the gods, whom all 
the various nations respectively worshipped, 
and thought to eternize ber empire by crowd- 
ing a!] the immortal powers to the capital, 
They erected temples and-fanes to all thé 
passions, diseases, fears and evils that infest 
human life. Le were according to Varro, 
vo less than free hundred ditferent senti 

ments adout the supreme good and highest 
felicity of mortals. The Epecureans, who 
taught that the world was formed by a casual 
concourse of atoms,that the government of the 
world was business infinitely beneath the dig- 
nity of God,& that sensual pleasure was nan’s 
chief good, the Epicureans were the most 
flovrishiug sect, had the greatest number of 
noble and dignified personages who espoused 
it, as among the Jews, the Saduceces whose 
distinguishing tenets Were that there was no 
future state, angel, or spirit, but that the soul 
perishes with the body, had by far the great- 
est number of the slustrious and opulent, who 
adopted this system. Considerable numbers 














also of tle philoeophe:s and great men among 
the heathens, abuut the time ofthe gospe|’s 
publication, courted the gloom, of scepticism, 
professed to doubt of every thing, denied 
there was any euch thing, as certainty attaina- 
ble from any moral reasonings, avd that it 
waa absolutely impossible to determine on 
whigh side, not truth, for they did not pre- 
tend to investigate and discover troth, but 
even on what side the greatest probabr/ity lay. 
Great numbers made the notion of an over- 
ruling and particular providence the subject 
of thetr banter anc ridicule, and derided the 
superstitious vulgar opinion of a future state, 
and those who believed the immortality of 
the soul made its happiness consist in gratifi- 
cations and indulgencies, infinitely unworthy 
a rational spirit. In these wretched times it 
was also very customary to expose chil- 
dren, and to suffer those, who were maimed 
or illegitimate, to perish with hunger on 
mouatains and in forests, or to be devoured 
by birds or beasts of prey. It is amazing 
that Plato deems this inhuman custom prop - 
erand lawfulin particular cases. Debauch- 
ery was the predominant vice in that age. and 
to procure abortion was publicly avowed as 
a daty in many instances. Suicide was in 
fashion, and many of the most eminent phi. 
losophers set their seal to its lawfulness. A 
careful perusal of the first second and third 
clapters of Romans, will give my readers a 
fuil-idea of the horrid impsety and universal 
profligacy both of the Jews and Gentiles in 
that age. In all the past annals of the world, 
never was there a filter season for the di- 
viné interposition to reform and reclaim man- 
kind to recover them from their polytheism 
idlatry and wickedness and to give them a 
pure and perfect system of religion and mor- 
als. Harwood’s Introduction. 


LINES WRITTEN IN A BIBLE. 


Ye sacred tomes, be my unerring guide, 

Dove.bearted saints and prophets eag'e eyed ! 

1 scorn the moral fop, and ethic sage, 

But drink in trath from your illumin’d page : 

Like Moses’ bush each leaf divinely bright. 

Where God invests himself in milder light ! 

Taught by your doctrines, we devoutly r'se, 

Faith points the way, and Hope unbars the skies. 

You tune our passions, teach us to control, 

And sink the body but te raise the soul ; 

To raise it, bear it, to mysterious day, 

Nor want an angel to direct the way. 
‘THOMPSON. 
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WIIAT IS IT TO BE A CHRISTIAN? | 


(Continued from p. 176.) 


‘Chat we may the more fully understand the 
Christian character, let us go for a moment 
into detail, and notice some of the particulars 
of which itis composed. 

1. First, then, the Christian is one who feels 
a deep and solemn interest in Religion, asa 
thing of the first importance to his happiness, 
and which is valuable to him above every 
thing else. This religious concern lies, as it 
were, at the bottom ofhis character. Nota 
feeling, which excludes all interest in the 
world and the pursuits of life ; for he attends 
to the cares of his present calling as faithfully 
asany-man. But he does not think them, as 
others do, the only things worth attendicg te ; 
he thinks religion more important, and mixes 
it with all other things, It has the first and 
raling place amongst his desires. 

2. The next thing is his devotedness to the 
Holy Scriptures. He bambly and tbankfolly 
betakes himself to them, as containing a com- 
plete and merciful revelation from God of all 
that pertains to duty, happiness and eternity. 
Conscious of his own ingufficiency, he casts 
himself upon the scriptures in all his anrieties 
about religion and his soul, acknowledging 
no other rule for bis faith, and no other guide 
to his conduct, 

3. Another thing which distinguishes him, 
is, his piety. Love to God is with bim the 
first and great commandment, to which all the 

other affections submit. and from which all 
other duties flow. This regard to the Su- 
preme Being exhibited in ‘ove, trust, holy 
fear, and habitual obedience, ts ap essential 
trait in the Christiau’s character. i 
4.His regard to bis Saviour is another trait. 
He thinks often of bis holy Master, de- 
lighting to remember him and dwell upon bis 
pure end beautiful character, and bis wonder- 
ful love to man. 


5. He is distingaished by his dispositions: 


towards his fellowemen, - His Master has 
tovght him to feel toward them and treat 
them as brethyen. He therefore does unto 
them, as he would have them do unto him.— 
He is kind, mild, patient, aud forgiving, not 
easily provoked, not proud, not censorious, 
not oppressive. One of the great peculiari- 
ties in the gospel. lies in the meek and quiet 
spirit, which it inculcates and forms; in the 
graces of humility, purity, patience, meekness 
forbearance, forgiveness, benevolence. It 
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with particular earnestuess of bis disci- 
ples. itis these, which the apostle Laul en- 
umerates with especial distinctuess as the /ruris 
of the spirst ; “* love, jov, peace, jong suflering, 
gentleness, goodness, fidelity, meckuess tem- 
perance.” it was these, which our Lord sin- 
gled out for a pointed benediction when be 
began his ministry, proclaiming, blessed are 
the meek, the humbie, the pare, the peacea- 
ble, the mourning, the peisecuted. Dr. 
Buchanan tells us, that when he visited the 
Syrian churckes, he found that eminent Chris- 
tians were ditinguished amongst them as 
Men of the Beatutudes, A beautiful and ex- 
pressive title! A Christian, then, is a may oF 
THE BEatiruDes, He walks in the gentle- 
ness of his Lord’s example, in the benignity 
of his Master’s spirit. Neither the fashions of 
the world, nor tbe epinions of men, nor 
the principles of society, nor the solicitations 
nor example of those around him, car move 
him from a determined adherence to these 
maxims of his Lord. For he is aware, thet 
just so far as be departs from them, he is un- 
worthy the name of his disciple. 

6. That he may keep alive in bis heart 


this distrust of himself, this sense of his an-§! 


worthiness aad humility of soul,this reverence 
for the scriptares, this devotedness to God, 
and these holy and benevolent dispositions ; 
he is faithful in waiting on all the appointed 


meacs of grace and improve ment. He slighis} | 


not God’s worahip, neglects not his ordinan- 
ces, and fails not to be constant and persever- 
ing in the private exercises of faith and piety. 
He does not regard them as the end and sum- 
mit of all attainment, nor think them worthy 
of boasting ; but they are necessary, he feels, 


to his life and growth in religion, and they af-] 


ford hia highest satisfactions. 

These are some of the main particulars i: 
which the disciple of @hbrist is distinguished 
and we thus learn what itis te be a Christian. 

1, Ware, jr, 


ie NOTICE. £29 

We stated a few weeks ago, that it wa 
our design to continue. the * Liberal Christ 
ian” another year. We havesince determ: 
ned otherwise. Three more nambers wil 
close the 1 Vol. and our labors for the pres 
ent. 

Those of our Subscribers, who have not pai 
are requested'to do so speedily. 

We have been highly gratified by the en 
couragement this undestaking Las received 


was these which gave such singular eminence If ove life and health are spared, we iniend, 8 
to the character of Jesus Christ, and made it Some {ciure time, to resume the publication « 


so lovely. 


It was these which be required @religious pape: in this place. 


Edator. 
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